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Field Trip Overview 

 

All field trips cost $25 and include a boxed lunch and transportation from a set meeting location. 

Participants should plan for field trips to take 5-8 hours (approximately full day). 

 

South Sound trips (A, B, and C) will occur on Thursday, October 29
th

 

 

The North Sound trip (D) will occur on Friday, October 30
th

 and participants 

are responsible for their own transportation to and from San Juan Island 

 

 

Conservation Nursery Tour  Trip A | Page 2 

Violet Prairie seed farm, Shotwell’s Landing nursery, Sustainability in Prisons Project (SPP) site 

 

South Sound Prairie-Oak Restoration  Trip B | Pages 3-4 

Joint Base Lewis-McChord and Tenalquot Prairie 

 

South Sound Prairie-Oak Restoration  Trip C |  Pages 3-4 

Mima Mounds, Scatter Creek, Cavness Ranch  

 

San Juan Island Prairie-Oak Restoration Trip D | Page 5-6 

American Camp and English Camp 
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Trip A | Conservation Nursery Tour 

 

The South Sound Prairies conservation nursery is a collaborative effort led by the Center for 

Natural Lands Management (CNLM) and the Sustainability in Prisons Project (SPP) to provide 

locally sourced native plant material for the region's prairie restoration efforts. The nursery 

currently operates 3 farm sites, 3 prison nurseries and the seed center. This field trip will 

introduce you to all aspects of the conservation nursery. 

 

We will take a walking tour of the 10-acre Violet Prairie seed farm and discuss growing 

strategies, harvesting equipment and the unique challenges of native agriculture. Then we will 

tour Shotwell’s Landing nursery and seed center. Here we will see native plant production 

greenhouses, small scale seed increase beds and the regional seed processing center. We will 

discuss post-harvest seed handling, display seed cleaning equipment large and small, and 

examine seed storage options. The tour will continue at the conservation nursery located at 

Washington Corrections Center for Women. SPP staff and inmate technicians will demonstrate 

and discuss cultivation techniques for some of the most challenging and valued prairie species. 

This is a great opportunity to explore alternative partnerships that could add social benefits to 

your restoration projects. 

 

Sites Violet Prairie seed farm; Shotwell’s Landing nursery; Sustainability in Prisons 

Project prison nursery 

Lead Sierra Smith, CNLM; Carl Elliott, SPP 

Notes Please note that in order to visit the SPP prison site all attendees will need to 

agree to a criminal background check one month prior. SPP or the Dept. of 

Corrections will help facilitate this. 

More info 2014 South Sound Prairies Nursery Report; Sustainability in Prisons Project 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CASTILLEJA SEED 

SHOTWELL’S LANDING VIOLET PRAIRIE 

 SPP NURSERY CREW 

SPP GREENHOUSES 

http://cascadiaprairieoak.org/documents/south-sound-prairie-conservation-nursery-2014-annual-report
http://sustainabilityinprisons.org/what-we-do/spp-programs-in-washington-state-prisons/
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Trips B & C | South Sound Prairie-Oak Restoration 

 

Partners in South Sound have been restoring the region’s prairies and oak woodlands for over 

20 years. Initially focused on invasive species control, primarily the removal of Scotch broom, 

we have progressed to include a more complex suite of actions - a robust prescribed fire 

program, large-scale seeding and plantings, research and monitoring designed to answer key 

questions, and focused efforts to reintroduce rare species such as golden paintbrush and 

Taylor’s checkerspot. Managers integrate available tools and tailor prescriptions to achieve 

each site’s specific restoration goals. CPOP has arranged two opportunities to visit restoration 

sites in South Sound first hand.  

 

Trip B | Joint Base Lewis-McChord and Tenalquot Prairie  

 

Joint Base Lewis-McChord (JBLM) is home to the highest quality and largest expanse of prairie-

oak habitat in our ecoregion and supports wild populations of three federally listed species - 

Taylor’s checkerspot, Mazama pocket gopher, and streaked horned lark. On this tour we’ll visit 

JBLM prairies and discuss the implementation of integrated restoration actions aimed at 

enhancing habitat for these and other species. We’ll see the results of invasive control, prescribed 

fires, both in the open prairie and the oak understory, oak release, and native plantings. Visiting 

JBLM will also provide the opportunity to discuss the unique situation of working with a 

rare habitat and listed species on an active military base.  

We’ll complement the visit to JBLM with a private prairie site, Tenalquot Prairie, owned by 

TNC and managed by the Center for Natural Lands Management (CNLM). This 127-acre prairie 

is directly adjacent to JBLM and is one of the South Sound sites participating in JBLM’s Army 

Compatible Use Buffer program (ACUB). ACUB is aimed at sustaining the military’s ability to 

train troops on their prairie lands by conserving and restoring prairie habitat and reintroducing 

listed species on lands outside the installation. With more populations outside the base, the on-

base populations are relatively less critical and thus USFWS can have more flexibility when 

making regulatory decisions. Highlights of the tour at Tenalquot include habitat restoration in 

preparation for Taylor’s checkerspot reintroduction, reintroduced population of golden 

paintbrush, and occupation by Mazama pocket gopher. Both Tenalquot and JBLM are also home 

to vesper sparrow, western bluebird, purple martin, valley silverspot, Puget blue, and many other 

rare prairie animals. Finally, large scale monitoring and research occurs on these sites, designed 

to understand the effects of management actions and guide future actions to best result. 

 

Trip C | Mima Mounds Natural Area, Scatter Creek Wildlife Area, and Cavness Ranch 

 

Washington Department of Natural Resources (WDNR) owns and manages the 770-acre Mima 

Mounds Natural Area, which consists of mounded upland prairie and oak woodland and is a 

designated National Natural Landmark. Oregon vesper sparrow and many rare butterflies 

including the hoary elfin, Puget Sound fritillary, and valley silverspot may be observed at Mima 

Mounds and restoration efforts aim to increase suitable habitat for these species and for species 

reintroductions including Mardon skipper, Taylor’s checkerspot, and golden paintbrush. In 

addition, Mima Mounds serves as a site for community outreach, an important facet of prairie 

conservation. 
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Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW) owns and manages the 850-acre Scatter 

Creek Wildlife Area, which consists of mounded upland prairie, oak woodland, and wet prairie. 

The federally threatened Mazama pocket gopher, purple martin, western bluebird, and a 

reintroduced population of federally endangered Taylor’s checkerspot occur at Scatter Creek and 

restoration efforts aim to increase suitable habitat for Oregon vesper sparrow, and many rare 

butterflies that occur there including Mardon skipper, Puget blue, Puget Sound fritillary, valley 

silverspot, Sonora skipper and hoary elfin. 

 

CNLM carries out restoration at 466-acre private Cavness Ranch, which consists of oak 

woodland and upland prairie. This former pasture and tree farm is undergoing restoration to 

restore an oak woodland on the edge of the property and land use conversion from tree farm to 

prairie to create habitat for Taylor’s checkerspot butterfly, slender-billed white-breasted 

nuthatch, and western bluebird. 

 

Throughout the three sites, we’ll see the integrated use of restoration tools, including prescribed 

fire; results of a broad-scale restoration research project; introduced golden paintbrush; oak 

release; wetland restoration; and more. Like Tenalquot, Mima Mounds, Scatter Creek, and 

Cavness Ranch all participate in the ACUB program and benefit from the collaborative efforts of 

the South Sound restoration community.  

 

Leads Trip B Jim Lynch, JBLM; Bill Kronland, CNLM  

Trip C Dave Wilderman, WDNR; Dave Hays, WDFW;  Sanders Freed, CNLM 

Notes  

 About CNLM's South Sound Prairie Program  

 About JBLM’s Army Compatible Use Buffer (ACUB) Program  

 About Mima Mounds Natural Area Preserve 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
MIMA MOUNDS SCATTER CREEK 

JOINT BASE LEWIS-McCHORD

 
 JOINT BASE LEWIS-MCCHORD 

TENALQUOT 

CAVNESS RANCH 

http://southsoundprairies.org/
http://cascadiaprairieoak.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/05/JBLM-ACUB-Overview_Sept-2014.pdf
http://cascadiaprairieoak.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/05/JBLM-ACUB-Overview_Sept-2014.pdf
http://www.dnr.wa.gov/AboutDNR/ManagedLands/Pages/amp_na_mima.aspx
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Trip D | San Juan Island Prairie-Oak Restoration 

 

Make your way to San Juan Island to tour American Camp and English Camp, two prairie and 

oak woodland sites owned and managed by the National Park Service. Both places are important 

historical sites as well as serving as increasingly high-quality habitat for prairie and oak species. 

 

American Camp contains over 700 acres of grassland habitat, representing one of the largest 

expanses of prairie in the San Juan and Gulf Islands archipelago in the Georgia basin, supporting 

unique biodiversity. A sheep station was established on the prairie of what is now American 

Camp in the early 1850's and in addition to over-grazing by 4,000 sheep, cattle, horses and hogs, 

introduced European rabbits established a population by 1895, further degrading the native 

prairie. In the early 1900's farming practices continued to alter the prairie and today the remnants 

of native prairie at American Camp exist only as scattered islands in a much larger sea of 

degraded grassland. San Juan Island National Historic Park is working to restore this 

increasingly rare and valuable open space by using prescribed fire, removing invasives, and 

seeding native plants. 

 

The restoration at American Camp is important to support rare species that rely on native prairie. 

In 1998 specimens of the island marble (Euchloe ausonides insulanus), previously thought to be 

extinct in 1908, were collected at American camp and are now considered a federal species of 

concern. Savannah sparrows and vesper sparrows use the prairie, along with 18 varieties of 

raptors and great horned owls. Other plant and animal species whose historical range included 

American Camp, though now extirpated, include, federally threatened golden paintbrush 

(reintroduced to American Camp in January 2010). Protecting and conserving these significant 

cultural and natural resources and ensuring their perpetuation for the enjoyment of future 

generations is paramount to the purpose and mission of the park. 

 

English Camp historically contained 100 acres of open Garry oak woodland, but lack of fire 

spurred an increase in Douglas-fir trees, depriving the oak trees of sunlight, water, and nutrients. 

To stimulate the growth of Garry oaks, the park has worked with fire crews from Olympic 

National Park since 2003 to conduct prescribed burns that clear out the thick underbrush and firs. 

This fire regimen not only reduces the risk of catastrophic wildfire but will restore habitat for 

wildlife such as the rare Island Marble butterfly. 

 

If time allows, we will also visit a site owned and managed by the San Juan County Land Bank 

or the San Juan Preservation Trust. Both organizations are protecting and restoring habitat, 

including upland prairie and oak woodland, throughout the San Juan Islands. 

 

Sites American Camp and English Camp. Potential additional site visit led by San Juan 

County Land Bank or San Juan Preservation Trust if time allows. 

Lead Jerald Weaver, National Park Service 

Notes This trip will be held on Friday, October 30. All participants will be responsible 

for their own transportation to and from San Juan Island. Transportation will be 

provided throughout the day with a morning pick up and afternoon drop off at the 

Friday Harbor ferry terminal, so if you are coming just for the day, you will not 

need your car on the island (leave in Anacortes and walk on to the ferry).  
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 Registration for this trip will be capped at 20 participants. 

 

* The timing of this trip will allow for folks to travel to San Juan Island from 

Tacoma and back on the same day, but we encourage you to make a weekend of it 

if you’re looking for a more leisurely trip to the San Juan’s. 

More Info About prairie and oak restoration at American Camp | English Camp 

About San Juan County Land Bank | About San Juan Preservation Trust 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ENGLISH CAMP 

AMERICAN CAMP AMERICAN CAMP 

http://www.nps.gov/sajh/learn/nature/prairies.htm
http://www.nps.gov/sajh/learn/nature/garry-oak-trees.htm
http://www.sjclandbank.org/
http://sjpt.org/

