Joint Base Lewis-McChord ACUB Program
South Puget Sound Prairies
Once covering over 150,000 acres, 90% of the South Puget Sound prairie habitat has been lost. The largest expanse of
prairie remaining in this region occurs on Joint Base Lewis-McChord (JBLM). These treeless expanses provide
important land for military training, particularly off-road maneuver by Stryker units.
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A variety of rare species rely on prairie habitat for their continued survival. Many of these species carry political status,
including three federally listed species: Taylor’s checkerspot, streaked horned lark, and Mazama pocket gopher. These
recently listed species, have potential to cause considerable training restrictions imposed by the US Fish & Wildlife
Service, including where, when and how training occurs on JBLM.

Reduce Encroachment Risk to JBLM – Sustain Military Training by Conserving Species
The JBLM ACUB Program helps sustain military readiness by minimizing the
consequences of listing of the federal species. We do this through a combination of
prairie land acquisition, restoration of degraded prairie habitat, and increasing the
numbers and sizes of the listed species populations on the acquired lands. By
supporting actions on lands outside the base, the military shares the burden of
recovery with the JBLM ACUB partners: Center for Natural Lands Management, the
Washington Departments of Fish & Wildlife and Natural Resources, and Wolf Haven
International. These partners have enrolled their prairie preserves in the program and
the DoD has provided support (over $16 million to date) for on-the-ground
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conservation actions on those preserves. This funding is essential for the initial,
expensive recovery efforts for the species. The collaborative nature of the JBLM
ACUB is one of the main strengths of the program. Through cooperation, each entity is able to learn from each other,
exchange information, and integrate expertise. Most of our projects are multi-year, multi-site, and multi-partner. In addition,
all project proposals are vetted by a technical review panel consisting of scientists from the ACUB partners and academia.

JBLM ACUB Projects
Land Acquisition: The JBLM ACUB Program has purchased three properties in
Washington that contain populations of rare species. Dan Kelly Ridge, a 152 acre
property, has a population of Taylor’s Checkerspot butterfly. Scatter Creek-Violet
Prairie (104 acres) and Deschutes Prairie Preserves (140 acres) are both grassland
that sites contains a population of Mazama Pocket Gopher.
Prescribed Fire: Historically, low-intensity fires set by Native Americans were
a vital component of South Sound prairie ecology. Partners are increasing the
infrastructure available to reliably incorporate prescribed fire as a management
tool. With ACUB support, the partners and JBLM are purchasing equipment,
training firefighters, conducting ecological burns, and monitoring fire effects.
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Invasive Species Control: We are working collectively to control invasive vegetation, the primary cause of prairie habitat
loss, on the ACUB properties. Non-native grasses and shrubs, such as tall oatgrass and Scot’s broom, exclude native species,
rendering the habitat unsuitable for the candidate species.
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Native Plant Production and Habitat Enhancement: Controlling invading
vegetation and restoring ecological processes, like fire, is not enough. Without targeted
replacement with native plant species, non-native grasses and shrubs will re-invade
disturbed areas. The partners are growing and outplanting a variety of native species
that are important food resources for rare butterflies, and that maintain the structure and
diversity of native prairie. We are ramping up the availability of native seed by
establishing large-scale seed beds at a state-run nursery, engaging with the Sustainability
in Prisons project to grow plants, as well as supporting seedling production at a specialty
prairie nursery run by Center for Natural Lands Management.
Increase Numbers and Sizes of Populations:
As we prepare suitable habitat through our
restoration projects, we are reintroducing the
candidate species onto ACUB properties where they
have gone locally extinct. A captive rearing and
breeding program is in place for the Taylor’s
Checkerspot butterfly, and reintroductions are
underway. The group is also conducting research to
learn how best to translocate individuals of the
Mazama pocket gopher and gopher introductions
have occurred at two ACUB properties.

Research, Planning, and Monitoring: The ACUB program supports research projects
that help us better understand the ecology of the candidate species, for example, egg-laying
habitat for the two butterfly species, predators of the streaked horned lark, and improved
monitoring methods. Site-specific restoration plans are in place for all JBLM ACUB lands.
In addition, we are monitoring habitat quality on each ACUB property and trends in
population sizes of each candidate species.
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For more information about the Joint Base Lewis-McChord ACUB Program contact:
Jeff Foster, Installation Ecologist, JBLM. 253-966-6446, jeffrey.r.foster@us.army.mil
Hannah Anderson, Regional Rare Species Project Manager, Center for Natural Lands Management. 360-701-8803, handerson@cnlm.org

