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•  Learning with a surrogate species 
•  Coordinated effort of many partners 
•  Adapting needs of Endangered 

species program to a prison 
environment 

Taylor’s checkerspot partners 
wanted a second rearing facility, 
to back up original program at 
Oregon Zoo 

Building and starting the program 



•  Meaningful work 

•  A new sense of purpose 
•  Peaceful working environment 

Becoming Butterfly Technicians 

“For 25 years I hated my job…I love 
coming here.” 
~ Butterfly technician in the Taylor’s 
checkerspot rearing and breeding program 



•  Training from the Oregon Zoo 

•  Collection of data procedure 

Animal Husbandry with a 
delicate endangered species 

•  Weekly checks with SPP 
coordinator, communication 
between the two programs 
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What we gain from the program 

“For me, butterflies are very 
resilient animals. Their 
primary habitat was an 
artillery range, the aftermath 
of fire and destruction. 
Metaphorically, the butterfly 
symbolizes re-birth, new life 
and beginnings. So with that 
said, Mission Creek (prison) 
makes a lot of sense for a 
surrogate habitat.” 
~ Liz Louie, Butterfly 
technician 

•  Leadership 
•  Recognition 
•  Team work 

•  Life skills 



Giving back to the community 



•  Research project on ovi-position 
•  Paper co-authorship 

•  Innovations: working with partners 
to improve rearing protocols 

Contributing to science 

Photo by BD&SJS 

Photo by Butterfly Technician 



Photo by BD&SJS 



Photo by BD&SJS 



Extra photos (in case you want; no pressure!) 
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