
Prairie and oak woodland restoration in 
training areas of CFB Esquimalt 
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On the west side of Pedder Bay is a fine open 
prairie extending nearly across to Becher Bay. It 
contains some 700 acres and is interspersed 
with oak trees, the soil is rich and it is well 
watered, there being several springs throughout 
it. The land is level and consists of rich black 
mould, some three feet in depth…. 
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Monitoring 
What is the fate of the… 

•  Oaks? 

•  Native forbs and grasses? 

•  Invasive species? 

•  Species at risk? 

• What about sight lines? 

• Ease of movement? 



Results 

• Sight lines 

• Ease of movement  

• Oaks  

•  Native forbs and grasses 

•  Invasive grasses  

• Invasive forbs  

•  Species at risk 
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Ongoing challenges 

•  Keeping up with regrowth 
•  Dealing with slash 
•  Military versus ecological objectives 
•  Lack of conservation mandate 
•  Timing of funding cycles 


