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Purpose 
Improve habitat for Greater Sage-Grouse by engaging state 
prison systems in production of sagebrush for habitat 
restoration on BLM lands 
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• Wildfire 
• Annual Grasses and Noxious Weeds 
• Juniper Trees 
• Conversion to other land uses 
(agriculture and developments) 

Threats to Sagebrush Steppe 
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Benefits of working with inmates….. 
•  Provide high quality, detailed work 
•  Help reduce idleness and behavior problems within prison 
•  Gives inmates valuable skills 
•  Provides good image to the public 
•  Restorative justice 





Partnerships 
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Sept   Meet staff and see facilities 
Nov/Dec  BLM collects sagebrush seed 
Feb/March Lectures  
April  Preparation of conetainers  
May    Lectures 
Mid June  Plants moved out of greenhouse  
Oct/Nov  Fall planting at restoration site 





Implementation 
Funding by BLM Washington D.C. 
In 2014, started working with Snake River Correctional 
Institution in Ontario, OR 



Sowed 20,000 plants 



Tasks:  
daily watering, 
thinning, 
fertilizing 



Sagebrush	planted	at	BLM	restora2on	
sites	near	Vale,	OR	







2015 Expanded program 
•  Idaho State Correctional Center: growing 55,566 plants 
•  Boise and Prineville BLM to receive plants 





South Boise Women’s Correctional Center: 10,976 plants 
Correctional Alternative Placement Program: 12,740 plants 



Snake River Correctional Institution: 25,333 plants 



Coyote Ridge Corrections Center, Connell, WA: 20,000 
BLM Wenatchee Field Office 
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What is working………. 
•  High quality plants 
•  Quantity of plants 
•  Education to staff and inmates 
•  Assisting BLM with habitat improvement 
•  Benefits to inmates well being 
•  Positive media coverage 



Lessons learned………. 
•  Unforeseen challenges 
•  Communication 
•  Weather 
•  Inmates leaving program/prison 
•  Viability of seed 
•  Need inmates interested in horticulture 
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