
   In the meantime, a draft is available on 
a limited basis as a way to solicit feedback from us-
ers. It includes illustrations and descriptions of over 
140 vascular plants found in the glacial outwash 
prairies from Tacoma to Rochester, Washington. 
The final version will include at least another 50 
illustrated species. A list of the voucher specimens 
that are maintained at the Evergreen Herbarium 
is included in Appendix A and will be updated for 
the final publication. Images of these specimens are 
available through the Consortium of Pacific North-
west Herbaria website. 

“Dr. Bowcutt is extremely well qualified to lead an effort of this kind, with 
her experience in developing floras of different geographic areas. She 
has also been instrumental in maintaining and expanding The Evergreen 
State College herbarium; collections are a critical component of long-
term and academically sound documentation of regional floras.”

JOE ARNETT, Rare Plant Botanist for the State of Washington

“This project represents an important contribution towards furthering 
public understanding of, and support for, a rare ecosystem. By 
developing an illustrated flora for the prairie habitats in this region, 
this effort will significantly increase public awareness of the unusual 
species that are found in this highly endangered habitat. Such a flora 
will help students, researchers, and the public at large learn to identify 
many of the important species that occur in the prairies. Furthermore, 
this effort is being carried out in a manner that greatly facilitates 
participation by students in the preparation of the text and figures. This 
is a commendable and creative effort to engage non-professionals in 
furthering the conservation of this habitat, while educating themselves 
and others in the process.”

PETER DUNWIDDIE, Restoration Ecologist, Center for Natural Lands Management
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   In addition to the illustrated taxa, the draft 
includes sections describing the climate, geology, vegeta-
tion, sensitive species, restoration ecology, and cultural 
history of these endangered ecosystems. This field guide 
demonstrates the capacity of college students to make sig-
nificant contributions to their community through citizen 
science. We hope that the field guide will aid restoration 
efforts, educate the public, and facilitate greater collabo-
ration in the future with First Peoples in the region who 
have a long history of tending these cultural landscapes.

   A multi-year effort is underway at The 
Evergreen State College to document the vascular 
plants of the South Sound prairies and associat-
ed oak woodlands. Headed by botanist Frederica 
Bowcutt, the project has already involved over 
forty students since 2003, as well as scientists 
from Centralia College and the Center for Nat-
ural Lands Management. We expect to complete 
the field guide in 2018 with current nomenclature 
based on the updated Pacific Northwest flora in 
progress at the University of Washington. 

Photo of Stella Rose by Andrew Jeffers, courtesy of            
The Evergreen State College

Botanical  illustrations by Kathleen McSorley,  
Photos of  camas field and balsamroot by Frederica Bowcutt,  
Poster  design by Rose Edwards 
 

 Cammasia quamash 
(credit: Rod Gilbert)

Asclepias speciosa 
(credit: Rod Gilbert)

Fourteen undergraduate illustrators have contributed to the book project as of 2015: Yianna Bekris, Joe Bettis, Emily Driskill, Natalie Hammerquist, Lisa Hintz, Lily Hynson, Krista Koller, Meg Krug, Callie Martin, Irene Matsuoka, Kathleen McSorley, Megan Porter, Stella 
Rose, and Brita Zeiler. The following individuals contributed to the text: Joe Bettis, Frederica Bowcutt, Morgan Cheyney, Peter Dunwiddie, Rose Edwards, Sarah Hamman, Lisa Hintz, Meg Krug, Kathleen McSorley, and Pat Pringle. Mike Hicks and Spencer Rogers compiled 
the vouchered species list based on herbarium specimens housed at Evergreen’s herbarium. Hannah Anderson and Adam Martin of The Center for Natural Lands Management created the study area and geology maps respectively. Kathleen McSorley, Saff Smith, and Lisa 
Hintz provided proofing assistance. Natalie Hammerquist produced the original graphic layout and Jackie Argueta completed the final design. Poster design by Rose Edwards. Multiple organizations and government agencies have facilitated our work by giving us permis-
sion to access their land and collect specimens including Thurston County, U.S. Department of Defense’s Joint Base Lewis-McChord, Wolf Haven International, Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife, and Washington Department of Natural Resources. This work 
would not have been possible without the generous support of The Evergreen State College, which invested in a state of the art herbarium with climate control, which enables the use of non-toxic curation methods. 
For more information or advanced bulk purchases, please contact Frederica Bowcutt, Director of the Natural History Museum at The Evergreen State College, bowcuttf@evergreen.edu. After March 2016 copies can be purchased from the Greener Store at tescbookstore.com


