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Wol f  Haven In te rna t iona l  i s  a nonpro f i t  o rgan iza t ion whose miss ion i s  to conserve and p ro tec t  wo lves and the i r  hab i ta t .

Wo l f  Haven p rov ides sanc tua ry fo r  cap t i ve-born wo lves ,  pa r t i c ipa tes in  endangered wo l f  spec ies su rv i va l  p lans ,  and 
has 37 ac res o f  na t i ve mounded p ra i r i e ,  p lus 8 ac res o f  Oregon Whi te Oak wood land.  Wo l f  Haven i s  ded ica ted to 

conserv ing and p rov id ing educa t ion abou t  Sou th Sound Pra i r i es as we l l  as wo lves .

The red wolf is one of the most endangered animals in the world, due to aggressive 
predator control programs and habitat destruct ion fol lowing the arr ival of Europeans in 
North America. Red wolves historical ly l ived along the east coast from Maine to Texas and 
as far inland as the Mississippi River . When wolf recovery began in the 1970s, 400 animals 
were caught, but only 14 of those were determined to be pure red wolf ; the rest were coyote 
hybrids. The Red Wolf Species Survival Plan (SSP) 
program was begun with those 14 individuals . Now 
there are 50-75 l iv ing in the wi ld in a small area of 
northeastern North Carol ina and 200 in SSP faci l i t ies 
around the United States.

Wolf Haven joined the red wolf SSP in 2003. One 
successful l i t ter of pups was born in 2005.

Red wolves are not currently being released into 
the wi ld and the red wolf SSP program is under review 
by the federal government.
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Red Wol f
Canis  rufus

The Mexican gray wolf is the most highly endangered subspecies of gray wolf . I t used to 
range across most of the desert southwest and Mexico. Wolf eradication practices in the 
early 1900s brought Mexican wolves to the brink of ext inct ion, so when wolf recovery began in 
the 1970s, they were ext irpated from the U.S. and only a handful remained in Mexico. These 
wolves started the Mexican wolf Species Survival Plan (SSP) program. Today there are 110 
mexican wolves in the wi ld in the United States, 12 in 
the wi ld in Mexico, and 243 captive indiv iduals in 54 
breeding and pre-release faci l i t ies around the United 
States and Mexico.

Wolf Haven is proud to be one of these Mexican 
wolf recovery faci l i t ies . There have been two packs 
born at Wolf Haven who were released in Arizona, near 
the New Mexico border . In 2015 Wolf Haven had three 
l i t ters of Mexican wolf pups born. A total of eight 
mexican wolf l i ters have been born at Wolf Haven.

Mexican Gray  Wol f
Canis  lupus  bai ley i
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Taylor ’s checkerspots are small orange, black, and white 
butterf l ies which are state and federal ly endangered due to 
prair ie habitat loss and degradation.

Wolf Haven is currently a t ier two site for Taylor ’s 
checkerspot butterf ly release. Wolf Haven is a small prair ie, 
but due to its proximity to others it could serve as a stepping 
stone for butterf ly populat ions to mingle and to reach nearby 
prair ies .

The Center for Natural Lands Management has been 
plugging and seeding larval host and nectar plants to get 
these species wel l-establ ished for future butterf ly release. 
Unti l 2013, when nonlethal deterrent measures began, many 
of the plugs were 
pul led out by Wolf 
Haven’s unique raven 
populat ion.

Tay lor ’s  Checkerspot
Euphydryas  edi tha tay lor i
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Mazama pocket gophers are small , subterranian dwel l ing, 
herbiverous rodents. As of 2014, some subspecies are state 
and federal ly l isted as threatened, since so many prair ie 
habitats have been degraded or developed.

Between 2005 and 2008 and before federal l ist ing, 340 
pocket gophers were released on Wolf Haven International ’s 
prair ie . This occured before genetic test ing was done to 
determine subspecies, so it is l ikely that mult iple subspecies 
were released because these gophers were rescued from 
various construct ion sites around Thurston County. Due 
to the potential interbreeding of these subspecies, more 
pocket gophers can never be released at Wolf Haven. 
The subsequent 
populat ion has done 
very wel l and there 
are now estimated 
to be over 200 
individuals l iv ing at 
Wolf Haven’s prair ie .
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Mazama Pocket  Gopher
Thomomys mazama

Golden paintbrush are a federal ly and state threatened, 
usual ly yel low, hemiparasit ic plant . Their numbers are 
increasing on prair ie habitat due to plugging and seeding 
programs.

The Center for Natural Lands Management has created 
many golden paintbrush plots at Wolf Haven, in additon to 
seeding golden paintbrush into each year ’s burn unit since 
2013. In 2014 there were 2970 flowering plants over the 
whole site .

Harsh paintbrush (Cast i l le ja  h isp ida ) that were in an early 
planting, along with some accidental golden x harsh hybrid 
seed, have started a small hybrid populat ion at Wolf Haven. 
These plants are 
being taken out 
when found and 
there is a planting 
buffer around Wolf 
Haven’s historic 
harsh paintbrush 
populat ion to 
minimize future 
hybridizat ions.

Golden Pa in tbrush
Cast i l le ja  lev isecta

Photo by Anne Schuster


