
Guidance for Conserving Oregon’s Native Turtles  

including Best Management Practices  

Background 

Who is this document for? 

A Quick Summary of the Turtle Guidance and BMPs document 

Activities that Affect Turtles 

More Information 

With help from the Oregon Native Turtle Working 

Group partners, the Oregon Department of Fish 

and Wildlife has produced “Guidance for 

Conserving Oregon’s Native Turtles including 

Best Management  Practices”. The guidelines 

and BMPs in this document are intended to result 

in better protection and conservation of Oregon’s 

two native turtle species, the western painted 

turtle (Chrysemys picta bellii) and the western 

pond turtle (Actinemys marmorata).  Oregon’s 

native turtles are priority species of conservation 

concern because they have experienced 

significant population declines in many parts of 

their ranges and continue to be highly vulnerable 

to habitat loss and other anthropogenic impacts.  

Plus: Oregon laws that apply to turtles, invasive turtles, recommended plant lists for turtle habitats, 

turtle habitat assessment tools, turtle survey protocols, artificial basking structures, FAQs, 

recommended turtle nesting soil/substrate mix and example land use code for turtle conservation.  

While there are opportunities for all Oregonians to 

become more knowledgeable about and 

participate in turtle conservation efforts, these 

BMPs are intended primarily for use by: 

 natural resource managers 

 land managers 

 land use planners 

 project managers  

This document has been peer-reviewed and the 

BMPs are supported by scientifically sound 

information.  The BMPs are intended to be 

practical and cost-effective so that they can be 

readily used.  

Western pond turtles  basking. (Photo Credit: Simon Wray)  

Smaller pieces of wood with branches benefit  small turtles. 

Photo Credit: Multnomah County Drainage District 

A western pond turtle hatchling emerging from the nest chamber.  

Photo Credit: Dan Rosenberg 

 Development (e.g., roads, buildings, sewer 

lines, stormwater facilities) 

 Water management (dams, water control 

structures, groundwater) 

 Vegetation management such as mowing and 

grubbing 

 Removal / control of invasive species (plant 

and animal) 

 Road siting, construction, improvement, and 

maintenance 

 Culvert replacement and maintenance 

 Recreational activities (e.g., angling, 

kayaking, disc golf) 

 Herbicide applications 

 Agricultural practices, including livestock 

grazing  

 Wetland creation and enhancement   

 Many more… 

More information about the Oregon Native 

Turtle Working Group can be found at: 

http://www.oregonturtles.com/ 

 

To download your free copy of the BMPs go 

to: 

www.dfw.state.or.us/wildlife/living_with/turtles.asp 

Large rock piles and wood serve as basking habitat.  
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A female western pond turtle crossing a road. 
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Western painted turtle 
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 Turtle Ecology 

 Turtle Activity Through the Seasons 

 How to Create and Enhance Habitat  for Turtles 

 How to Determine if Turtles are Present on your Project Site 

 Planning and Designing Projects with Turtles in Mind 

 Turtles During Project Construction and Operational Phases 

 Specific BMPs by Project Type 

•Road construction and maintenance 

•Culvert cleaning, repair and replacement  

•Dredging, filling and pond management 

•Trail construction and maintenance 

•Vegetation management, agriculture and forestry operations 

 Other Things You Want to Know About Turtles 


