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Nest Location: Concealed in the Prairie to Life on the Edge! 

 Number Wows 

315  
Nestlings banded! 

Nest Designs: The Spectrum of Lark Nest Structures 

Functional Typical Feng Shui 

Over 10,000 
Hours spent monitoring and 

surveying for larks! 

Nestling Phenology: In less than 30 days a lark female builds 

her nest, lays her eggs, and produces an independent lark juvenile! 

Thank you to our 
partners! 

Left: A McChord female decides to 
make a nest about 5 steps from the 
runway. Inset photo shows 3 
nestlings packed into a slight 
depression in the gravel.  
Top Right: Biologist Gary Slater 
reaches into a nest build in the 
center median of a dirt road at 13th 
Division Prairie. This road is fondly 
called North Diagonal and is often 
used by military  and civilian 
vehicles. This same nest cup was 
used twice by the female holding 
this territory 
Bottom Right: 13th Division Prairie: 
This nest is as close to the runway as 
you can get! Inset: Can you see the 
female incubating this nest? 
 

 

These nestlings have no 
excavation or nest  

material to  
their nest cup! 

 

This nest contains 
insulation materials 

 from Gray Army Airfield  
to make for a warm,  

lined nest. 
 

Many larks use grass 
clumps as their host  

plant. This female from  
McChord has selected  
a Danthonia species. 

 

This nest from 13th 
Division Prairie  
showcases the  

dominant native host 
plant, fescue. 

Some females choose  
to place rocks or  

asphalt in front of their 
nests, creating a kind of 

“porch.” 

This nest found at  
Brown Island on the 

Columbia River looks as 
though it is from a 
different planet. 

 

A female at McChord 
decides to use a flowery 
Lupin to accentuate her 

flawless nest cup. 
 

Wow! 

35 
“Rite in the Rain”  
notebooks filled! 

Nest Building (1-4 Days):  
Female begins by excavating 
into the ground at the north 

side of a host plant.  

Egg Laying:  
Once a nest cup is formed,  

eggs are typically laid one per  
day until clutches of 1-5 are 

complete.  

Nestling (1-2 Days Old):  
Eyes are not yet open  

and chicks at this age are  
naked except for a few  

tufts of downy feathers. 

Nestling (3-4 Days Old):  
Eyes have opened and pin 
feathers are just beginning  

to show. 

Nestling (5-6 Days Old):  
Pin feathers are clearly visible 
and start breaking through the 

ends of the sheaths. 

Nestling (7-8 Days Old):  
Ready for banding! Tarsus bone 

has developed enough for 
bands and handling. 

Fledgling (8-22 Days Old): 
In their first 1-2 weeks out of 
the nest, fledglings are cryptic 
and still dependent on their 

parents for food . 

Fledgling (22+ Days Old): 
After 2 weeks, fledglings can fly 
well and are learning to catch 
their own prey. Can you spot 
the bug on this juvenile's bill? 

Caution Risky Danger 

This nest is safely tucked  
in the middle of the  
expansive prairie at  

13th Division. 

A more precariously placed 
 nest is not far from the  

taxiway at McChord Airfield. 

 Avian Ecologist Gary Slater 
reaches into a nest built 

 in the center median of a dirt 
road at 13th Division Prairie. 

This road is often used by 
military and civilian vehicles. 

A female utilizes this small plant at the very edge  
of the runway at  

13th Division Prairie.  
Although this runway is no longer active,  

military and civilian vehicles  
still frequent this area. 

Nestlings hunker 
down in this nest 

which was built only 
3 steps from the 
McChord Airfield 

runway. Large 
aircraft frequently 
take off mere feet 

from this vulnerable 
nest. 

 

This exposed nest 
sits steps away 
from the Gray 
Army runway. 

Helicopters and 
fixed wing  

aircraft frequently 
race by these  

vulnerable 
 eggs. 

That’s 
over  416 

days!  

Or 14 
months! 

247  
Nests found! 


