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Zumwalt	Park	on	Fern	Ridge	Reservoir



Fern	Ridge	Dam
Completed	1942
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Before	and	
After	Dam	
Construction



Plans	for	Park	Development



Then	Reality	Hits…



Finding	Friends
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Recreational	
Uses

• Day	Use:	Picnicking,	
Walking

• Off-Lease	Dog	Activity
• Reserved	for	Special	
Events

• Camping	During	the	
Oregon	Country	Fair



Interpreting	Human	
and	Natural	History



7000	Years	of	
Camas	Harvesting



Pioneer	History



Dedicated	Oregon	
Heritage	Tree	Grove	–
2014



The	Saga	of	the	
Ellmaker	Oak



Mowing	to	Sustain	the	
Remnant Prairie	Flora



Mowing	and	the	
Importance	of	Timing



April	 2017



May	2017



7	June	 2017



Integrating	Community	and	Nature	
in	a	Public	Space
• Stories	of	place	can	become	a	

tool	for	individual	and	collective	
learning

• Stories	can	be	told	in	a	variety	of	
ways:	through	signage,	
photographs,	artifacts,	and		
experiences	in	a	shared	
landscape

• Park	managers	can	be	
facilitators	of	a	learning	process

• Still	important	to	have	clarity	
around	roles,	legal	or	policy	
authority	given	ownership	
circumstances.



Prairies	are	everywhere,	it	is	just	up	to	us	
to	find	them…


