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The most significant factor 
in the decline of the 
Streaked Horned Lark is 
habitat loss. Native prairies 
and grasslands have been 
converted to agriculture 
and residential uses, 
and non-native plants 
have encroached upon and 
degraded native habitats.

Streaked Horned Larks
BY THE NUMBERS



Timeline and Location
• 2	year	contract	began	January	2017
• Office	@	Salem	NRCS
• Focal	area:	all	lark	range	upstream	of	Portland

Streaked Horned Lark 
Conservation

COOPERATIVE POSITION



WORKING LANDS



Help	Landowners	
Receive	

Conservation	
Incentives

Perform	
Landowner	and	
Stakeholder	
Outreach

Identify	
Conservation	
Practices	and	

Funding	Programs

Streaked Horned 
Lark Conservation

PRIMARY DUTIES



Conservation Practices
BENEFICIAL HABITAT FEATURES

HABITAT	
FEATURES

LARK	
COMPATIBLE	
CROPS

TIMING

• Gravel	Road	Margins
• Farm	Lanes
• Grassed	Waterways	
&	“Drownouts”

• Field	Borders	&	
Corners

• Bare	Patches



Conservation Practices
COMPATIBLE CROPS

• Tall	Fescue
• Clover
• Fallow
• Corn
• Small	grains
• Perennial	Ryegrass
• Annual	Ryegrass
• Orchardgrass
• Meadowfoam
• Vegetable	Row	Crops

HABITAT	
FEATURES

LARK	
COMPATIBLE	
CROPS

TIMING



Conservation Practices
TIMING

HABITAT	
FEATURES

LARK	
COMPATIBLE	
CROPS

TIMING

• ~	19	week	breeding	season:	
April	1- Aug	15

• ~	33	day	breeding	cycle:

Nest	Building	(7	days)
Laying	and	Incubating	Eggs	(12	days)
Hatching	and	Fledging	(14	days)

• How	to	build	a	30-40	day	window	
somewhere	in	to	the	19	week	
breeding	season?

• For	any	crop

• Early	harvest
• Late	harvest
• Crop	selection	

based	on	
timing	of	
mgmt.	needs

• Late	tillage
• Grazing
• “Drownouts”	

drying	up









Open	areas	AKA	Potential Lark	Habitat
Everywhere	at	least	100yd.	from	anything	over	10ft.	tall

Developing an ”Openness Index”
SPATIAL ANALYSIS



Developing an ”Openness Index”
SPATIAL ANALYSIS

Open	areas	AKA	Potential Lark	Habitat
Everywhere	at	least	100yd.	from	anything	over	10ft.	tall



Potential	Habitat	in… Acres Square	Miles
NRCS	Willamette	Valley	Lark	Range 404,916.04	 632.68	
ODFW	Conservation	Opportunity	Areas 91,037.47	 142.25	
USFWS	Priority	Conservation	Areas 24,366.52	 38.07	
NRCS	Customers	Lands	(last	10	yrs) 50,128.63	 78.33	
Designated	Critical	Habitat	(2	mi	buffer) 13,728.31	 21.45	
Designated	Critical	Habitat	(5	mi	buffer) 51,916.63	 81.12	
Top	4	Lark	Airports	(2	mi	buffer) 12,880.47	 20.13	
Top	4	Lark	Airports	(5	mi	buffer) 52,336.15	 81.78	
Lane	County 26,344.52	 41.16	
Linn	County 137,730.68	 215.20	
Benton	County 33,097.97	 51.72	
Marion	County 96,189.67	 150.30	
Polk	County 46,410.66	 72.52	
Yamhill	County 40,375.19	 63.09	
Washington	County N/A N/A

Developing an ”Openness Index”
SPATIAL ANALYSIS

Mossy	Female	SHLA©	Adrian	Wolf



Outreach
MOVING FORWARD

Materials
• Postcard
• Brochure
• Grass	Seed	Farming	

Timeline
• Crop	Management	

Planning	Timeline
Targeted	Approach
• Prioritized	Landowners
• Ag	Companies,	Farm	Bureau	&	

Industry	Assns.,	NRCS	Staff,	Soil	
&	Water	Cons.	Districts,	Land	
Trusts,	Watershed	Councils…

• Article	in	Oregon	Seed	magazine





Pilot Project
MOVING FORWARD

Tests	3	conservation	
practices:	harvest	
delay,	planned	
grazing,	mowing

$14.21	/	acre	
Implementation	Costs
(paid	to	landowner)

Regular	monitoring	
during	 2018	

breeding	season

Lark Conservation Pilot Project
Corvallis Oregon

Will	have	
decoys,	song	
playback	to	
attract	larks



Effort	to	implement	
programmatic	SHA	
for	Willamette	Valley	
Streaked	Horned	
Larks	this	year

Safe Harbor Agreement
MOVING FORWARD

Landowners	want	
assurances	when	
managing	for	listed	

species

Programmatic	SHA	
provides	sufficient	
protections	plus	

efficiency:	includes	
multiple	landowners	



Practical Considerations
MOVING FORWARD

How	much	acreage	
needed	 for	3,400	
more	larks	in	WV?

Obtain	Funding	
for	Pilot	Projects

Applied	 for	2018	
NRCS	Oregon	
Conservation	

Innovation	Grant:
~$28,000

8,500- 17,000	
acres	needed	

WV	typical	
nesting	density:	

5-10	
acres	/	nest




