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CONTEXT:
209-ACRE NATURE EDUCATION FACILITY LOCATED IN

HOWARD BUFORD RECREATION AREA 



CONTEXT:
AN EDUCATIONAL HUB IN A NETWORK OF NATURAL AREAS IN THE EUGENE-
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THE IMPORTANCE OF ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION IN 
PROMOTING A CONSERVATION ETHOS

•	Reconnecting people with 
the natural world.

•	Cultivating a sense of 
place.

•	Shaping visitor behavior.
•	Laying the groundwork 

for sustained engagement.



SITE FEATURES

•	MPA encompasses most 
Willamette Valley habitat 
types, including:

•	Scrub-shrub wetland
•	Fertile ground oak 

savanna
•	Intact oak woodlands
•	Wet and dry prairies 

(degraded)



INTERACTIVE INTERPRETIVE EXHIBITS

THREE OF EIGHT COMPLETED



OAK WOODLANDS EXHIBIT

Mount Pisgah’s oak woodlands are high visibility, with much of the area’s nearly 30 miles of trails  
cutting through this habitat type.



OAK WOODLANDS EXHIBIT



OAK WOODLANDS EXHIBIT



OAK WOODLANDS EXHIBIT



OAK WOODLANDS EXHIBIT

The Canopy Collector 
provides an opportunity 
to identify some of the 
prominent life in the 
canopy.



OAK SAVANNA EXHIBIT

•	The oak savanna is our 
flagship habitat.

•	The Arboretum’s savanna 
contains a number of leg-
acy trees.

•	This will be one of our 
most accessible exhibits.



•	Savanna ecology was 
shaped by historic 
indigenous management 
practices.

•	The exhibit will highlight 
Kalapuyan traditional 
ecological knowledge, and 
examine the role of fire in 
the savanna ecosystem.

•	This story is not well 
known among the general 
public.

OAK SAVANNA EXHIBIT



OAK SAVANNA EXHIBIT

•	This story challenges 
the Human-Nature 
dichotomy.

•	Why won’t land managers 
“let nature take its 
course?”

•	Understanding the history 
of North American 
environments puts 
stewardship in context.

OAK SAVANNA EXHIBIT



OAK SAVANNA EXHIBITOAK SAVANNA EXHIBIT

Around the world, savannas are maintained by fire. With natural fires 
uncommon, most savanna in the Willamette Valley would have transitioned to 
forest without human intervention. The culture of the Kalapuya was tied to the 
cycles of life in the savanna, and the ecosystem was sustained through their use of 
fire.

Willamette Valley savannas support an abundance of life that is at risk of disap-
pearing. The plants and animals in the savanna have evolved with humans as a 
crucial part of the ecosystem. Community groups across the valley are working 
to preserve and restore remaining savannas, and land managers are beginning to 
incorporate Native peoples’ traditional ecological knowledge into their practices. 
Preserving our savannas will take a commitment from the human community, as 
it has for thousands of years. The oak savanna will not exist without us.


