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Distribution of comimon camas species in the
Pacific Northwest: Camassia cusicki, C. howelli,
C. leichtlinii and C. guamash.



Distribution of camas species in British
Columbia



Chilliwack Prairie camas voucher specimens
collected by J. Macoun, 1901, on Chilliwack
Prairie, in Upper Fraser Valley, and 10 km from
archaeological site DhRI 778. This region is 150
km outside the historicai and modern range of
camas.



Left: Coastal archaeological sites with camas
in the Pacific Northwest. Top: root digger,
Edward Curtis.



Aerial view of Fraser River Valley. The Valley is
generally wet and forested with very few prairies



Root foods historically cultivated by Coast Salish
communities of the Fraser Valley: bracken fern
(Pteridium aquilinumn, left), wild onion {(Allium spp.,
below) and wild carrots (or yampah, Perideridia
gairdnert), and the Fraser Delta: wapato (Sagitiaria
latifolia) and rice-root (Fritillaria spp.)



Components of site DhRI-78 on the Earth oven
Harrison River complex and
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Left to Right: 1500+ camas bulbs and parts
identified at DhRI-78, Harrison River, BC;
Earth oven complex on site dated 1200-2C0
BP, showing many re-uses; Morgan & crew
trenching an earth oven on site.



Local & non-local plant food
production and exchange practiced
by Coast Salish of the Lower Fraser
River Region (and beyond!): camas,
bog cranberries (Oxycoccus
oxycoccos) and wapato



Overlain here with their
archaeobotanical counterparts



Discussion:

¢ Role of Sts’ailes and broader network of
Coast Salish communities in shaping
ancient and historical landscapes:;

¢ Importance of Harrison River landscape
to the wellbeing of contemporary
Sts’ailes community: food security,
fishing, livelihood, ritual practice; plant
medicines;

¢ Conservation and management
protocols being developed through draft
Sts’ailes Land Code
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