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Burning for Butterflies, Birds, and Blooms: 

Prescribed Fire in the Willamette Valley 



 



Indians playing the spear game, foothills of Mt. Hood, Joseph Drayton.  
Courtesy Oreg. Hist. Soc. Research Library, OrHi 102218 

(Johannessen, 1971; ODFW, 2006; Christy, 2011) 



Firewood  

Heat, light, cooking, boiling, 
cleaning, celebration, ceremony 

 

Patch Burning 

Hunting, berry patches, root harvest, 
pest control, weaving materials, trail 
maintenance, seasonal, situational 

 

Broadcast Burning 

wildlife habitat; curing seeds; 
hunting; transportation; weaving 
materials; acorn harvest, late 
summer, early fall for grasslands.  
(Boyd 1986; Gilsen 1989). 

 (Zybach and Lake 2003) 



 
 
>600,000 acres of Oak 
Savanna 
 
~487,000 Oak and Fir 
Woodland  
 
 
Ecotones = vegetation 
changes with ↑ elevation 
 
Oak woodlands 
transition between 
upland prairie/savanna 
and conifer forest 

 



Oregon Historical Society 





Increased tree density 
and changes in canopy 
structure 
 
Altered overstory and 
understory species 
composition 
 
 
 
 







Photo Credit: Tom Kaye 

 





pyrotechnician with legal authority and 
good intentions 
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