
 

 

Management Guide for Geranium columbinum  
(long-stalked cranesbill)                                     

Species 
Name 

Geranium columbinum1,  2 ,3 ,7  
(GECO) 4 

Common 
Name  

long-stalked cranesbill 

Family: Geraniaceae 
Synonyms: 

Common name-  longstalk crane’s-bill,  dove’s foot, 
longstalk geranium. 

Form:  Herbaceous annual Former species name-  G. schrenkianum1 

Habitat: 
Moderately dry, calcareous soils between 0–1,200 m (3,937 ft) elevation.8  Pioneers disturbed open3 sites 
in woods, dry grasslands and grass-scrub mosaics, scrubby cliff slopes, hedgerows, field margins and 
roadsides, railway banks and old quarries.5 
Occurrence: 
Across eastern US, along Pacific coast and 
some of central states.2, 4 

Native range: 
United Kingdom, Europe, western Asia, northern Africa2, 3, 8 

Flowering time- April to September3, 6, 8 Weed class: OR- N/A, WA- N/A, BC- N/A 

Weed ID:  1, 2, 3 

A low-growing (15-30 cm, max 60 cm), hairy annual with robust more or less erect stems, hairs appressed 
without glands and very branched.  Simple slightly hairy leaves (3-5 cm) arranged in rosette with lower 
(cauline) leaves opposite and upper leaves alternate, roughly pentagonal, palmate, with 3-7 deep lobes & 
2-3 secondary lobes, long petioles have dense downward appressed hairs. Flowers pink to purple or 
crimson, 15-20 mm in size, 2 per 20-60 mm long peduncle (longer than petioles), five obovate-heart-shaped 
distinctly veined petals 7-10 mm; sepals recurved outside & same length as petals. Fruits are long with 
beak-like awn surrounded by sepals, split to narrow divided mericarps in 5 thin segments, rolling up (like 
inside-out umbrella), smooth valves with 18-19 mm beak & seams/sutures somewhat hairy. Branched, 
fairly shallow roots. 
Look-a-likes: see photos below 
 -  G. dissectum (cutleaf geranium)1, G. robertianum, G. pusillum, G. sanguineum (all non-native) 
Weed distinction3 

G. dissectum1: blooms March—August or later18 , stems ascending to erect with rough hairs, petals 3-6 
mm long and notched, with shorter (6-13 mm) pedicels, usually two flowers per cluster18. 
G. robertianum: stems decumbent to ascending, leaves more triangular, fern-like 3.5-10 cm wide & 
pinnately lobed to dissected with pungent odor when crushed (nicknamed “Stinky Bob”).  
G. pusillum: stem often branched, leaves less deeply lobed with wider lobes (looking more filled-in) and 
more symmetric rounded secondary lobes, smooth sepals, shorter petals (2-3 mm) +/- notched. 
G. sanguineum16, 17: ornamental & mound forming, ~35-40 mm flowers, solitary flowers, leaves less lobed. 

Ecological Impact: 
Likely to form dense mats in disturbed sites like related geraniums, and could also invade high quality 
native forest and grassland habitat to compete with natives.11 
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Control Methods 

Large Scale:  

*Chemical                 *no research found for control of G. columbinum.  Recommendations based on similar species. 

 Glyphosate is effective when applied to young, actively growing, and pre-flowering plants in non-
sensitive habitats.9, 10,  13 

Timing 
 Early spring (before flowering) 
 

 Sulfometuron, imazapic, imazapyr, glufosinate, triclopyr + 2,4-D & triclopyr+clopyralid all gave 
85% or higher control of Geranium robertianum and G. lucidum in roadside & campsite trials 6 
months after treatment.9  Some of these can be used pre-emergence or early post-emergence.10 

 
 Preemergent herbicides (Deurinol, Ronstar, Treflan and Rout)- effective when used by UW 

Washington Park Arboretum on G. robertianum.12 
 
Prescribed fire - Geraniums may be controlled with prescribed burns followed by herbicide treatment with 
glyphosate or triclopyr15 before native species re-emerge.  Burning alone is not recommended as it has 
shown to increase colonization of some Geranium species.14 

Small Scale: 

 Hand-pulling, digging, or hoeing can be successful if done before plants bloom or set seed10, with 
repeated treatment required if seedbank is already established (up to five years).13  Remove as 
much of root and stem as possible to prevent resprouting and remove material from the site (do not 
compost).11 

 Sheet mulching, where applicable (like forest habitats) could be effective at killing extant and 
preventing germination of new plants.11 

 Burn with propane torch- if repeated several times in the growing season to prevent seed set.11, 15 

Unsuccessful control methods: 

 Poast herbicide is reportedly successful at controlling non-native grasses but greatly increased G. 
molle.13 

 Grazing is not effective against geraniums though they are palatable.10 
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Look-a-likes: 
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