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Conservation Grazing in Western WA

What is Conservation Grazing?

Combination of 

1. Habitat management
2. Grass/forage based 

rotational grazing systems
3. Animal health and welfare
4. Environmental sustainability
5. Value proposition for market



Conservation Grazing in Western WA

• California Rangeland Trust
• Ranchers Stewardship Alliance
• Partnerscapes (nationwide)
• Audubon: Conservation Ranching
• Santa Lucia Conservancy 

Conservation Grazing
• SW WA Grazing Association

A sampling of organizations working in this area…

https://www.audubon.org/conservation/ranching



Conservation Grazing in Western WA
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grazing requires 
multi-pronged 
support 

Western SARE

SARE Research to 
Grassroots

Readiness & Environmental 
Protection Initiative (REPI)

REPI Outreach

Washington Coastal Restoration 
& Resilience Initiative 

All program funding



Conservation Grazing in Western WA

Maintaining Rangeland Productivity, 
Protecting Rare Native Prairies in Western WA

To what extent can conservation 
grazing contribute to prairie habitat 
and species protection?  

USDA WSARE project 
#SW18-103
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Conservation Grazing in Western WA

Recruiting Private Land for Habitat Protection

• 6 listed species
• Habitat Conservation 

Plan (HCP) - 3,469 acres 
needed
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Habitat Conservation Plan Community 
Meetings for Rural Landowners



Conservation Grazing in Western WA

Building a grassland grazing association

This project is aimed at developing a 
grazing association to support the 
ecological, economic and social 
sustainability of ranching in western 
Washington.



Conservation Grazing in Western WA

…programs that support sustainable 
grazing businesses

• Webinars
• Pasture Walks
• On-farm Demonstrations
• Workshops
• Annual Grazing Association Meeting
• …networking



Conservation Grazing in Western WA

Grazing Association Pasture Walk
Fagerness Dairy, Flying Cow Creamery

• Pasture establishment
• Species selection
• Integrating forbs for 

ecosystem and animal 
health services
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Setting up grazing
infrastructure at a site
with no prior grazing

Designing pasture
management based

on personal goals

Using alternative
forbs (e.g. birdsfoot
trefoil) for nutrition

and natural worming

Pasture renovation
including soil testing
and forage seeding

Rotational Grazing Treatments

Intend to use the 
information: 78%



Conservation Grazing in Western WA

Market Access
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Grazing Land Access
Land leasing support: Western Coastal Restoration and Resiliency grant
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Train New Conservation Graziers
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Project Partners

US Fish & Wildlife
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