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Protected Preserves



Partners: 
Ecostudies Institute
Washington State University – Vancouver
Washington State University – Extension
Natural Resources Conservation Service
Colvin Ranch
Fisher Ranch
Riverbend Farm

Ecological and economic benefit-cost comparison of 
grazed and ungrazed prairie land for critical species 

protection in western Washington



Conservation Grazing Practices (CGP)
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Study Design
Colvin Ranch Wolf Haven Prairie
Fisher Ranch West Rocky Prairie
Riverbend Ranch Johnson Prairie

• On each farm, six paddocks were split into 1-acre 
Conservation Grazing Practice (CGP) & Business As 
Usual (BAU) treatments

• Similar sized areas were established at Native Upland 
Prairies (NUPs)

• Vegetation and gopher data collected from subplots





Conservation Grazing enhanced 
species richness
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Golden paintbrush (Castilleja levisecta) 
Federally threatened species
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species richness



Gopher occupancy
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BAU: occupancy increased from 40% to 55%
CGP: occupancy increased from 55% to 80% 
NUP: occupancy increased from 65% to 75%



Enhancing biodiversity of prairie 
habitat and economic resilience of 

rural communities through 
conservation grazing

Partners:
Ecostudies Institute
Center for Natural Lands Management
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Washington State University-Extension
Thurston Conservation District
Lewis Conservation District
Natural Resources Conservation Service
Tracking Y Ranch
Washington State Department of Veterans Affairs

Funding:  Washington Coast Restoration & 
Resiliency Initiative



Tracking change in plants, pollinators & 
avian communities
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