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Annual 
Calendar 
of the 
Tualatin 
Kalapuya:
Seasonal 
Round



Rich and Fertile area lands 
of the Kalapuyans

In many wetlands was wapato (m’amptu)“Indian 
Potato”. The time for gathering wapato is 
immortalized in their annual calendar

Camas, Lakamas, anti’p, was another major crop, 
dug, gathered, and cooked, in root digging camps.
And at Champoeg, Yampah root was dug, the word 
Champoeg means Place of the Yampah root. Po-
wet-sie (Lyman 1900). Zenk (2006) notes the name 
Champuik. 



Chemeketa- Salem

noted by Kalapuyans 
as a Place of Camas



Bush Park and the 
State Fairgrounds may 
have the original 
traditional camas 
fields still growing



Bush Park- Oak 
savannah with 
camas



Tualatin Kalapuya Oral History of Anti’p 
(Camas)

 Long Ago the people after they had dug a hole (for acorns), then they would build a fire right 
here (in the hole). Now they would put a lot of stones (on top of the fire). Then when the 
rocks get hot, then they would say to a shaman, “look at the rocks now! Is it all right for us to 
put our camas on them?” Now then the shaman would step (barefooted) on the hot rocks, he 
would cross over on them, he would look at his feet, and he would say, “oh pretty soon the 
camas will be good (well cooked).” So then they placed all their camas (in it) there. They 
always put large quantities of maple and ash leaves, they put them in first. Now then they put 
the camas…now they cover it with earth.

 Camas ovens are found all over the Willamette Valley as old as 7,000 years

Dinid’p –Their Cama



Anti’p (Camas) is an early season (starvation) crop harvested before the plant 
blooms, then it is harvested again mid summer after the seed pods are dried. Oak 
Savanna & Camas fields are common comingled. Camas and acorns were 
gathered throughout the valley. With oaks more prominent in some prairies and 
camas more prominent in wet prairies. 

Anti’p tepok- Camas flower

Oak Savana and Camas fields are a common co-occurrence in the Valley



Summer 2022, Juncas and Camas 
at Farm field- Minto –Brown Island 
Park, Salem



Early May, dry field



Mid-May seasonal wetland develops



A week later, Seasonal Wetland is gone
Camas remains unaffected









June, Wetland returns



Giant Camas (Anti’p) is 
blooming later and lasts into the 
mid summer



Late June- Giant Camas still tops 
the field



Camas in seed, Late May to July with 
Camassia leichtlinii- Giant Camas the 
last to mature
Harvest schedule
April- dug as starvation food 
(Tualatin Calendar)

June-July Dug after going to 
seed (Tualatin Calender)

September- dug while 
collecting acorns and 
cooked in same pit (Tualatin 
Oral History)



Starvation time-
Camas digging

Wapato and 
Hazelnut camps

Acorn and 
Camas 
camps

Camas 
Flowering 

season
Tarweed season 

& Prairie fires

Plankhouse 
season

Camas root 
digging and 

cooking

Berry 
Harvest 
season

Camp 
seasons 
lasting 

weeks at a  
time

Hunting and 
fishing, shellfish 
gather, may 
happen anytime

Extra harvest 
would be traded 
or stored

Eating preserved, smoked and dried 
harvest

Spring-Summer-Fall Seasons Based on 
Native perceptions of their resources



Lake Labish- French- La Biche-deer, a traditional 
lake for the Kalapuyans north of Salem drained in 
the early 20th century



Lake Labish wapato



Wapato
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