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We ste rn Blue b irds: a  quick  p rime r

• One  o f 3 spe cie s o f b lue b irds in N. 

Ame rica  (Sia lia  me x ica na )

• Ca vity-ne ste r (se conda ry)

• Inse ctivore  - fo ra ge  on g round

• Winte r – fruits a nd  be rrie s

• Migra to ry  – short d ista nce



Ra nge  Ma ps: Blue b irds + Ga rry  
Oa k
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• Sa n Jua n & Lope z 

Isla nds – WEBL la st 

se e n in mid  1960’s.   

•Va ncouve r Isla nd  –

WEBL la st se e n in 1995GOERT



Ea rly  occupa tion by  WEBL in SJIs:
Oa k–Pra irie  Ha b ita t

Histo ric ha b ita t structure  p rovide d  ide a l fo ra g ing  a nd  
b re e d ing  cond itions 
Conside re d  flcommon‡ to  flsome w ha t common‡ in the  1930s. 

Ross Lockwood Jane K Fox



Loss o f Oa ks = Loss o f Dive rsity

• Oa k  w ood la nds-- conve rsion to  
conife r fo re st--
• Oa k  p ra irie  conve rte d  to  
housing  a nd  a g riculture  

• Loss o f oa ks = lo ss o f ca vitie s
• Loss o f ca vitie s = more  
compe tition fo r e x isting  one s

• Arriva l/p ro life ra tion o f spe cie s 
comme nsa l w ith huma ns



2007: An Ide a  Ha tche s  

‰Re stora tion of b re e d ing  
p op ula tion of WEBL in 
histo ric b re e d ing  a re a s 
o f SJIs

Re sto re  
Dive rsity  

(ABC, 
Ecostud ie s, 

SJPT)

‰Ed uca tion a nd  outre a ch 
to  community

‰Prioritiza tion of oa k  
ha b ita t in stra te g ic 
p la nning

‰Re stora tion of 
d e gra d e d  oa k  ha b ita t

Adva nce  
Oa k-Pra irie  

Conse rva tion 
(SJPT)



Pro je ct Time line
(or…15 ye a rs in, w e  a re  just ge tting  

sta rte d !) 

2007-2011 First 
Round  o f 

Re introductions

2012-2013 
Monito ring  

Pha se

2012 
Va ncouve r 

Isla nd  
Pro ject 

La unches

2014-2018 Second  
Round  o f 

Re introductions

2019- Pre sent   
Second  

Monito ring  
Pha se

2022 
First 

na tura l 
ne sting  
in oa k  
ca vity

Phil Green



Sa n Jua n Isla nd  Ne sting  Loca tions

Kathleen Ballard



Iconic Spe cie s a s Enga ge me nt 
Too ls



How  Are  We  Doing  So  Fa r?
Goa l 1: Re sto ra tion o f b re e d ing  popula tion o f WEBL in SJIs
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How  Are  We  Doing  So  Fa r?
Goa l 2: Adva nce  Oa k-Pra irie  conse rva tion in Sa n Jua n Isla nds 

2002 
Prope rtie s w ith oa k  w ood la nd  
o r sa va nna h (va ry ing  qua lity ) 
in p ro te cte d  sta tus; SJPT, TNC, 
SJCLB, NPS, WSP

Approx . 2,630 a cre s



How  Are  We  Doing  So  Fa r?
Goa l 2: Adva nce  Oa k-Pra irie  conse rva tion in Sa n Jua n Isla nds 

As o f 2022, a dd itiona l 
p ro te ction from 2002-2022 ha s 
incre a se d  127% = 5594 a cre s



Sing le -Spe cie s Re cove ry: A 
Worthy  Risk  fo r a  La nd  Trust 

• Re ce nt (2022) surve y  o f SJPT Boa rd  o f Dire cto rs:
• 100% o f re sponde nts a g re e d  tha t the se  type s o f 

p ro je cts, re ga rd le ss o f long  time line  a nd  
a ssocia te d  costs, ha ve  ha d  ma ny multip le  
be ne fits to  our o rga niza tion, cre a ting  
opportunitie s tha t touch on our 3 co re  mission 
a re a s:  Conse rve , Ca re ,  Conne ct

• “ Cost a nd  sta ff ma na gement a re  my #1 conce rns fo r these  long  ra nge  p ro jects. 
At the  end  o f the  da y, a ny o rga niza tion must rea lize  a nd  conside r these  
cha llenges to  be   fisca lly  re sponsib le  to  the  p ro ject.  We  must build  our budge ts 
in a  w a y to  support these  p ro jects fo r the  long  ha ul. I be lieve  tha t is the  key to  
long  ra nge  success.   I do  no t be lieve  tha t re lying  100% on vo luntee rs w ill p rove  
bene ficia l fo r a ny longe r ra nge  specie s recove ry p ro ject.”

• “Specie s recove ry is a  sign o f our success a s a  la nd  trust, p ro tecting  importa nt 
ha b ita ts a nd  connectivity , a nd  p rovid ing  those  p la ces fo r specie s recove ry to  
occur. We  ca n se t a n ex a mple  fo r o the rs. It a lso  a llow s fo r increa sed  
connections w ith our community members a nd  pa rtne rs, w ith ma ny educa tiona l 
a nd  outrea ch opportunitie s to  enga ge  the  pub lic.”

Phil Green



“The bluebird carries the sky on his 
back.”  -Thoreau

Rachel Merz 
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